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fine weather. For instance, the formation of small blue
patches in an otherwise overcast sky in rear of a cyclone
foretells one kind of fine weather, while the radiation
phenomena of an anticyclone also indicate fine weather,
but of a totally different sort.

We have shown why the value of the indications
which prognostics afford can never be materially im-
proved, but at the same time no advance in synoptic
meteorology will ever supersede the use of prognostics.
Our own researches on hurricanes in the tropics have
proved that there, as in Europe, unusual colouration of
the sky at sunrise and sunset apparently often precedes the
formation of any notable barometric depression ; so that
sometimes the indications of prognostics are ahead of
those of any other system of forecasting. In isolated
stations, and on board ship especially, an observer must
always rely to a great extent on his own eyes to gather
information from the aspect of the sky as well as from
the readings of his own barometer. We shall, in fact,
devote a whole chapter at the end of this book to the
consideration of the problem of how much weather-fore-
casting a solitary observer can do for himself. In the
following chapter we shall consider a great many prog-
nostics connected with clouds which conld not well be
associated with definite shapes of isobars.